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ened our existence. It would occur to no one in Austria-
Hungary to threaten Russian interests, or indeed to pick
a quarrel with Russia. Yet we are absolutely determined
to attain the aim we have set before ourselves, and we con-
sider the path which we have chosen the most practicable.
As, however, the action under discussion was an act of
self-defense, I would not conceal from him that every
consequence which might arise had been considered by us.
Nevertheless, I was quite clear, I said, that if a conflict
between the Great Powers arose, the consequences would be
most fearful, and then the religious, moral, and social order
of the world would be at stake. In glaring colors I set
forth, as Sir Edward Grey also has probably done here, a
notion of what might follow if a European war broke out.
Sazonov agreed with me thoroughly and" seemed uncom-
monly pleased with the purport of my explanations. He
began assuring me that in Russia, not only he, but the
whole Ministry, and, what is of the greatest importance, his
Sovereign, were filled with similar feelings toward Austria-
Hungary. He could not deny, he said, that in Russia there
Were old grievances against Austria; he admitted that he had
had them too, but this belonged to the past and must not
interfere with practical politics; and as far as the Slavs
were concerned—though indeed he ought not to say this
to an Austro-Hungarian Ambassador, he said—he had no
sympathy at all for the Balkan Slavs. In fact, they were a
heavy burden for Russia, and we could hardly imagine
what Russia had already had to suffer from them.
Our aim, he said, as I had described it to him, was an
entirely legitimate one, but he considered the path we were
pursuing to attain it was not the safest way. He said the
Note which we had presented was not happy in its form.
He had been studying it meanwhile, and, if I had time, he
would like to look it through once more with me. I re-
marked that I was at his service, but was not authorized
either to discuss the text of the Note with him nor to
interpret it. His remarks, however, would of course be of
interest. The Minister then went through all the points of

